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Policy Statement

It is the position of the Division of Geological Survey (Division) that GIS data/layers/applications are categorized as publications. Similar to published books or maps, the Division views GIS layers and applications as forms of authored materials for which certain copyright protections are applicable.  As such, the originator of GIS data/layers/applications should be properly cited or credited whenever such material is used.  Furthermore, one cannot incorporate another’s GIS data/layers/applications into a larger work, or make changes to the original data/layers/applications, and then claim to be the originator of that GIS.  Each Division of Geological Survey staff person is instructed to follow these guidelines whenever referencing or using another agency, company or individual’s GIS data/layers/applications.  As part of this policy, the Division of Geological Survey expects others to obtain proper permission from the Division before using the Division’s GIS data/layers/applications in copyrighted materials, and to give proper credit to the Division for any such use.  

GIS files and data products are released from the Division as printed maps and/or digital files on CD-ROM disk.  (Some data is available for viewing and limited printing via the Division’s interactive website maps.)  Release of GIS materials and a price schedule for these materials will be handled in the same manner as printed materials (i.e., through the Division’s Geologic Records Center).
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